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ACT I

In this butlesque version of the classical fable, Pluto, King of the Underworld, has ascended
to Earth in amorous pursuit of the beautifol Eurydice, wife of the musician, Orpheus. Pluto
has taken the name of Aristaeas and, disguised as a shepherd, has taken a cottage, near
Thebes, apposite thar of Orpheus and Eurydice. Fed up with her husband s symphonies and
infidelities, Eurydice responds eagerly 1o Aristacus” (Pluto’s} advances. The only fly in the
ofitrent is Colfiope, Otpheus’ formidable mother and muse of epic poerry. She is
determined to defend her son'’s good name. Pluto, however, is able ta arrange Eurydice’s
death by snake-bite, and 5o vakes her off with him to Hades. At his mother’s insistence, the
unwilling Orphens is persuaded to lodge a complaint with nenc other than the King of the
Gads, Jupiter, to seek his wife's zeturn, Mother and Son quickiy set off for Olympus in their
hor-air balloon! .

ACT 2 :

It is dawn on Mount Glympus and fupiter is seon haranguing the Gods and Goddesses for
their immoral behaviour — he has even turned Diona’s earthly lover into a siag! Their
bickering is soon interrapied by Mercury’s arrival with news of Evrydice’s abduction by
Plute. Mercary Is immediately dispacched to Hades to summon Pluto to an interview on
Mount Olympus. On their return Jjourney both note, with some surprise, the balloon
containing Calliope, Otphens and the pilot, fearus, on its way to Olympus. Aghast at this
news, fupiter first attempts to deal with Plite, secretly decidihg to have a closer look at the
fair Eurydice himself. His own amorous adventuees are mocked by the now rebellions Gods
and Goddesses, whom he is persuaded 10 take with him to Hades ofier hearing Orpheus’
complaint. Tramsporeation: Courtesy of Concorde!

ACT 3 SCENE 1
Confined to Pluto’s denr in Hades, Eurydice is bored, with enly the ‘old Weirdie’ Styx for
company. On Plate’s retarn, with fupiter and the rest, she is locked up in ‘the Lumber

Room’. With Cupid’s belp, fupiter finds her here and, disquised as a Fly, woos and wins her

—temporarify.

SCENE 2

Plute has arranged a splendid entertainment for the Gods «— aided by bis private troupe of
dancers, the Barchantes. During the frenzied festivities, Eurydice has found another
admirer, Bacchus, God of Wine. The jealousy of Pluto and fupiter is imterrupred by, first, a
mimner, then o wild gailop and, finally, the arrival of Orpheus and Calfiope. However,
Orpheus fails fupiter’s conditions for winning back his wife, and, eflowed to choose for
frerself. Eurydice claims Bacctuss, much to Jupiter and Pluto’s anger and Orpheus® relief. On
this surptising note the operetta ends — “Not as Homer once intended"!
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TIME: The action of the operetta takes place, without any regard for ;:red:‘biﬁg/,

in unspecified Ancient Times.

PLACE: Act One A Landscape near Thebes
Act Twe Mount Olympus
- Act Three Scene I: Pluto’s Den

Scene 2: Hades

I PLUTO, King of Hades.

CAST
ORPHEUS, Prafessor of Music
EUR YDJCE, his wife
CALLIOPE, his mother,

Muse of Poetry

Andrew Hercock
Heather Lee

Elizabeth Broome

- David Coates
Harry Williams
Edwena Piper
Cathryn Frankum
Gillian Cliffe
Karen Hull
Robin Brewer

" Howard Earl
David Wilsdon

jUPfTER, King of the gods

j INO, his wife

DIANA, Goddess of hunting
VENUS, Goddess of beauty
CUPID, God of fove

MARS, God of war

MERCURY, megsenger of the gods
BACCHUS, God of wine

STYX, servam af Plae Arthur Youds
ICARUS, pilot of the balloon Adria Givans

NYMPHS, SHEPHERDS, GODS AND GODDESSES ete.
Lilian Bagnall, fane Broom, Winifred Broom, Mary Brough,
Joy Earl, Johanna Everer, Margaret Hercock, Nan Jones,
Ernestine Jowert, Elaine Kendrick, Heather Mace,

Gwen Mansfield, Yvonne Marsh, Barbara Nolan,
Bernadette Nute, Margaret Perry, Anita Routley,

Joyce Wybrow, Charles Broom, Frank Groves,

Michael Millar, Bert Pearson, John Routley.

DANCERS:

Carole Marks, Debra Paterson, Anita Routley, Cathérine-Since.

PRODUCER: -

Tonj‘ Lanzon
MUSICAL DIRECTOR: Brian Manners
ACCOMPANIST: Jack Marshall _
CHOREOGRAPHER- Barbara Langernow
*
ORCHESTRA

© FIRST VIOQLIN: Barbara Dale (Leader)

SECOND VIOLIN: Maureen Rudd

Joyce Lambeth
VIOLA: Ursula Evererr
'CELLQ: Joyce Tristram
DOUBLE BASS: Kate Hanks
PERCUSSION: Laurie Patton
OCBOE: Jane Godbeer -
CLAIRNET: Hilary fuster
BASSOON: Joy Turner
TRUMPET: lan Mayes’
HORN: Michael Everett
TROMBONE: Par Perry

Gordon Langford
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OFFICfALS OF THE SOCIETY

PRESIDENT: Harry Williams
CHATRMAN: John Wallis
VICE-CHAIRMAN: John Routley

HON. SECRETARY:
HON. ASST. SEC.:

HON. TREASURER:
HON. SGCIAL SECRETARY: Edwena Piper

COMMITTEE: Elizabeth Broome, Cathryn Frankum,
Stan Frankum, Frank Groves,- Margarer Hercock,

Anita Routley
Yvonne Marsh

Charles Broom

Martin Kendrick, Margarer Perry, Edwena Piper, Harry Piper
SOCIAL COMMITTEE: Lilian Bagnall, Winifted Broom, .
Johanng Everett, Stan Frankum, Nan Jones, Gwen Mansfield,
Yvonne Marsh, Bert Pearson, Anita Routley, David Wilsdon
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FOR THIS PRODUCTION

STAGE MANAGER: Dan Wojcik
STAGE STAFF: Martin Kendrick,.

Raymoand Breom, Stan Frankvm, Tim Cliffe, John Routley
STAGE LIGHTING: John Newton

SCENERY: James Fredericks,
Weston-Super-Mare

PROPERTIES: Nick Brough

PROMPTER: fohn Wallis

CALL BOY: Raymond Broom

MAKE-UIP Betty Broom and Friends

of the Society
WARDROBE MISTRESS: Eileen Douglass
WARDROBE: Artic Costumes, Crediton

and Ladies of the Society
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